[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf]Rosshall Nursery School

Play Policy 


Rationale:
The “Curriculum Framework” states that “play makes a powerful contribution to children’s learning”.  There is therefore an expectation that the nursery will encourage free play, thus providing opportunities for the children to learn in a variety of ways.

Aims:

Our main aim is that children learn through play, and that time for play is protected.  We aim to have free play throughout the session, with opportunities available for the children to develop skills within each of the Curricular Area in play contexts.

Objectives:

· The session will consist largely of free play

· Play is valued as a way of learning, and time for play is therefore protected

· Adult intervention, when this is observed to be necessary, is sensitive

· Children have choice

Guidelines:

· A wide range of activities will be offered to support the 8 Curricular Areas and in particular to support the Experiences and Outcomes highlighted in the current plan, and children will be encouraged to choose which activities they would like to try, and how long they would like to spend on their chosen activities.  Children will have freedom of movement within the nursery. 

· The “free play routine” will not be disturbed by staff tea-breaks or absence.  It will only minimally be disturbed by snack-time.  A bell will ring to indicate that it is snack time, and children will be encouraged to finish what they are doing before coming for snack, if they wish to come for snack at that time.  Although children come for snack in groups, there is flexibility to protect their playing time.

· Children will mostly be encouraged to be independent in their play.  Occasionally adult observation will indicate that a child needs support to move forward in their play, and the adult will intervene in a sensitive way.

· Children will have a large choice of activities as described earlier. Children will regularly be asked which resources they would like to play with, and their opinions will be valued.  Children will be encouraged to choose from the activities on offer, and they will have easy access to a range of resources not directly on offer.  Staff will encourage children to develop their ideas, by helping them to find resources which are not on offer directly.

Success criteria:

· Free play prevails throughout the session. 

· Children can and do move freely throughout the nursery, and have a large choice of play experiences to choose from

· Most nursery resources are easily accessible and children can choose resources which are not directly on offer

· Children can and do approach staff for assistance with their ideas when resources are not directly available, or when new skills are required

· Children are happy and making progress in their learning
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